C ELLULIAR INFILTRATION of the adventitia in atheromatous arteries was noted by Allbutt,l Ophuils,2 and Gerlis,3 who described the histologic characteristics of cellular aggregates in the adventitia of coronary arteries, and concluded that they were unrelated to the degree of coronary artery disease. He also stated that adventitial cellular infiltration was restricted to the coronary arteries, and did not occur in other arterial sites.
We considered, therefore, that a study of the nature and prevalence of adventitial cellular changes in different segments of the arterial tree would be of interest.
Methods Aorta, Cervical, and Iliac Arteries Three hundred and forty-six arterial segments were removed from the aorta, cervical, and iliac arteries of 74 patients on whom a necropsy was performed at the Radcliffe Infirmary, Oxford (38 male and 36 female subjects with ages ranging from 9 to 90 years). Coronary Arteries Four hundred and forty-seven arterial blocks were obtained from 56 rioselerosis is correlated with absorption of depraved matter from the diseased intima"; Morgan10 also considered that they might be evidence of a "low grade reaction to the atherosclerosis, possibly concerned in the scavenging of degenerate material." Summary Homogeneous collections of cells resembling small lymphocytes have been found in the adventitia of atheromatous arteries, and the prevalence and degree of cellular infiltration have been shown to correlate closely with the severity of the plaques. The cells are found in the aorta, coronary, iliac, and carotid arCirculation, Volume XXVI, July 1962 teries; but in the carotid arteries the infiltration is less marked. Arterial blocks containing recent thrombus show more cellular infiltration than blocks without thrombus and with recanalizing thrombus.
The location and significance of the adventitial cellular infiltration is unknown, but it may play a part in the etiology or pathogenesis of arterial plaques. 
